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Dear Mr. Ordonex,

Attached please find comments on behalf of the PA State Alliance of YMCAs pertaining to
Proposed Rulemaking [55 PA. Code Chs. 3041 and 3042].

Thank you for the oppoftunity to submit these comments.

Respectfully,

David S. John, Jr. r--—--—-
Vice President of Government Affairs hit! ‘
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Tracey Campanlni Michael Ordonez
Deputy Secretary Department of Human ServicesDepartment of Human Services Office of Child Development and Early LearningOffice of Child Development and Early LearnIng 333 Market Street, 6th Floor333 Market Street, 6’’ Floor Harrisburg, PA 17126Harrisburg, PA 17126

Dear Deputy Secretary Campanini and Mr. Ordonez:

The Pennsylvania State Alliance of YNCAs is pleased to be able to submit the following comments on theDepartment of Human Services Proposed Rulemaking [55 PA! Code 3014 and 3042) SubsIdized Child Carepublished in the PA Bulletin on November 14, 2020. We thank you for this opportunity to comment.

The State Alliance represents all YMCA associations across Pennsylvania, including the more then 100 branchand program locatIons. We serve 619,000 members, including 165,g44 who are children under the age of 18years. OurYs provide over $57 million annually in financial assistance to ensure families to have access to ourprograms around Youth Development, Healthy Living and Social Responsibility. Pennsylvania’s YNCAs are thelargest provider of child care In the Commonwealth. Our 57 YMCA associations serve over 35,000 children Inboth preschool and school age child care and before and after school programs. V programs are both highquality and affordable and are stafd by dedicated professionals who take their work seriously and treat their Ychildren like their very own.

The State Alliance strongly supports efforts to ensure that families have Nil access to high quality, affordablechild care programs. These past months have further demonstrated the importance of access in order forworking famIlies to be able to overcome the economic challenges presented by the pandemic with parents beingfurloughed, recalled and then even furloughed once more.

Subsidized child care is a critical tool in providing access to child care In the Commonwealth and the StateAlliance apprecIates the leadership of the Department of Human Services and the Office of Child Developmentand Early Learning in the efforts to align Pennsylvania’s regulations with the provisIons of the federal ChiIdCareand Development Block Grant Act of 2014. As the largest provIder of child care In the Commonwealth, we thankyou for proposing measures intended to ‘stabilize the revenue of child care providers

In qeneraL he Spte Alliance of Y7’1C4s stands in suônort of the Dmnosed reçutatlons. Our snedflc commentscan be round in the foliowino oamgraohs.

We requested a number of our V chIld care staff to revIew these draft regulations and to offer any comments orsuggestions. None of the feedback we received was negative and all reflected the belief that these proposalswould strengthen access to child care programs across the Commonwealth and provide regulatory relIef forchild care provIders.
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One of our Vs offered this comment: uItIs exciting to think about how much some of these proposed
(regulations) could positively impact our Vs and (our) families.”

General Benefits (3042.11 to 304Z2fl

We support allowing parents to make the all-Important decision of determining when their child Is ready to start
kIndergarten and the proposed language affords them this right far an additIonal year while maintaining kill
subsidy support.

We support the proposal to enable parents to postpone enrollment for more than 30 days when subsidy funding
for the child becomes available, but Immediate care is not required. This provision will prevent parents from
having to reappiy for subsidy support and the child being subjected to the waiting list for services,

We support the changes to the attendance requirements to: 1) allow the provider to suspend enrollment when
the chIld is absent for more than 5 consecutive days without the loss of eligibility for funding: and, 2) increase
from 25 to 40 days the number of total paid absences.

The language In this section will remove barriers for parents and caretakers to ensure that their children are
able to receive folly subsidized services when they are needed. The allowance for services during nontraditional
hours will allow more families to be served.

We do caution that parents and caretakers should not be penalized if a child is not enrolled within 30 days
because they reside in what Is considered a ‘child care deserts or if a high quality provider is either not
available or does not have a time slot available suitable for the parents and caretakers. We don believe
eligibiilty should be jeopardized because parents and caretakers choose to exercise discretion in their choice of
a provider.

EHlNlitv Determination (3042.51 to 3042.5fl

We support the proposal to allow the eilgibliity agency to substitute a face-to-face meeting with the parents or
caretakers with a telephone contact, If a face-to-face meeting cannot be scheduled without causing a hardship.
Additionally, we support the ianguage allowing the face-to-face meeting to be waived if one has been completed
within the previous 12 months.

This language will allow jI families to have this opportunity If the need presents itself and we support making
such provisions uniform whenever possible.

Self-certIfication and Verification (304t61 to 3042341

We support the proposed language allowing parents and caretakers to have additional options to seif-certiry
Information and when submitting acceptable eugibiiity verification.

This language flirther provides flexibility for parents and caretakers without jeopardizing the ability of the
eligibility agency to determine the eligibility of the children seeking services.

RECOMMENDA NON: Collecting “tt s/aria tur.s can be challenalng I’ both namn and Droylders. esoedalW
during this dma of COt/ID-I 9. While we sunoort and apnredate the wvoosed reoulathns efforts Lv reduce
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naoenqot*. nevertheless. we hsvz4d ath OCOEL to consider alternatives to wet s1pnethr to orovh fifler,&Ief fti’I’jrpme vevenkzLLvspsa

Co-oayment and Payment by the Deoañment (3042.91 to 3042.991

We support the proposal to remove the requirement that parents or caretakers pay an equivalent advance copayment.

This language removes another potential barrier for parents and caretakers to gain access for their children tochild care services.

We thank you for this opportunity to share comments on behalf of Pennsylvania’s YMCAs. If you have anyquestIons or need additional Information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

A
David S. John, Jr
Vice President of Government Affairs
PennsylvanIa State Alliance of YMCAs
djohn@psays.com
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